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A carload of Canadians pass the Peace Arch, returning from 
just over the border. Jubilation. Champagne. They've done 
it. One more crucial step in a "money game" pyramid scheme, 
and the winning of another $8,000 jackpot. Winning for one 
person that is -- for Rick, who has just been to the top of 
the pyramid. The others support each Other, waiting for their 
chance. Next in line is SHARON. 

The game has been mushrooming in Vancouver, but because it 
is illegal here the actual exchange of money takes place in 
Bellingham. Sharon must help inspire the newer recruits, to 
insure the pyramid does not burn out before she gets paid off 
herself. Her friend TERRI is a possible candidate to join. 

Terri works in an ad agency. She is genial, responsible, 
and poised; maintaining the equilibrium of a conformist. She 
lives in a comfortable, insulated fog, doing anything she can 
to keep things safely under control; anything to avoid taking 
a stand, to avoid getting involved. She doesn't know herself, 
and she prefers it that way. 

We first see Terri with DAVID, a delivery driver. David 
is a sensitive and obsequious young fellow who has a crush on 
Terri, and from the start we can see how Terri's inability to 
involve herself blocks his affection. 

Sharon explains to Terri how the money game works: One 
person gets two others to join and put $1,000 each into the 
pot. They then must each recruit two more, and the four new 
people each put in their $1,000. When this has recurred four 
times, there will then be five levels to the "pyramid", and 
the man at the top will take the entire pot of $8,000. The 
pyramid then splits into two, with the two initial recruits 
just below him becoming top dogs of two new pyramids. One 
more level of recruits and money must be added, and then these 


2 


top people, too, will get paid off with their $8,000 . The 
process continues indefinitely, and everybody has the chance 
to work their way up to the top. Unless the growth of the 
pyramids lose momentum, that is. Which they will inevitably 
do, and a large group of people at the bottom will lose out. 
One's commitment has a lot to do with making it work out. 

Sharon has gone through it once already and cashed in. It 
is such a good deal to her that she has re-invested in the 
game again. She insists that Terri would be crazy not to get 
in while the going is good. 

Terri is reluctant to go out onto a limb like that, and 
she's especially reluctant to sell others on it -- what if 
they get burnt? But it seems everyone is getting into the 
act. It's easier for Terri to follow Sharon's lead and 
persistence -- she becomes a believer. 

At the meeting where Sharon gets paid off, Terri puts in 
her $1,000 and joins the movement. Now the pressure is on her 
to get two recruits for the next meeting. 

MIKE, an aquaintance at the office, is already intrigued. 
He commits to it, and now the only other candidate seems to be 
David. At heart Terri does not want to involve the sensitive 
David, fearing he may get hurt. But she denies her true 
instincts, swept along by the pressures of the pyramid hype. 

To David Terri's request to join is a sign of affection, 
and the next thing we know he and Terri and Mike are at the 
next meeting, on their way to profit as the group splits and 
the two below Sharon are paid off. 

But just as they get their money -- the police burst in. 
The meeting is broken up. Sharon and the two who were paid 
off are arrested. 

The arrested are soon released, but the pyramid has been 
destroyed. The rest of them have lost their money. 

David is smoldering, reacting oddly. Terri agitatedly 
tries to appease her unfortunate recruits by insisting on 
paying back their money. But they both insist that no, it 


wasn't her fault. 
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A few days later Terri learns that one of the two people 
who had gotten paid off has been found murdered in a ransacked 
apartment, apparently during a burglary attempt. 

Mike takes Terri out, consoles her. He mentions that the 
second pyramid winner has also been killed. And not in con- 
nection with any robbery. The police make no connection with 
the pyramid, but to Mike this is plainly more than coinci- 
dence. It could be the start of a pattern -- someone could be 
Systematically killing off people from the pyramid. And 
Sharon could be next in line. They can't go to the police 
because they can't admit to belonging to a pyramid. But they 
can warn Sharon. 

In contrast to Mike's urgency, Terry just cannot think of 
Such bizarre consequences. She doesn't want to make waves if 
it is not really necessary -- 

-- meanwhile the murderer, unseen, closes in on Sharon as 
she celebrates her windfall -- 

-- Mike finally gets Terri off her ass, but too late -- 

-- Sharon is murdered, just before Terri and Mike arrive 
to warn her. 

Terri is paralyzed. She can't respond at all. Mike prods 
her, getting more and more frustrated with her -- "don't you 
realize you might be next? Who do you know that might be 
doing this?" 

David alone -- and we discover that repressed anger in 
this overly sensitive man has pushed him over the edge. He is 
the killer. He has traced the ascending levels of the money 
game pyramid on a wall chart. And he is crossing them off, 
one by one. 

David visits the unsuspecting Terri. We don't know his 
motive -- will he kill her? As they talk of the murders, his 
innuendos spell relief, for clearly he loves Terri and in his 
warped way is doing this for her. 

Mike arrives. Jealousy from David. Then feeling betrayed 
as Terri agrees with Mike that they must somehow stop this 


monstrous killer. 
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David's confidence had grown with each Murder, enough to 
overcome his shyness, enough to feel capable of attaining 
Terri's affection. But now his fragile equilibrium is shat- 
tered and his barely withheld rage is now turned full force on 
Terri. He schemes to kill her now, too. 

David tries to get Terri alone. 

But soon it is time for his next Planned murder, of the 
person above Sharon on the pyramid, Rick. 

Mike attempts to warn and protect Rick. But he can't stop 
David. Mike barely avoids David's vengeance himself, only to 
be caught in circumstancial evidence that frames him for 
Rick's murder. 

Now Mike desperately needs Terri to help him escape the 
police and to clear himself by tracking down the real murder- 
er. 

Terri suddenly finds herself a fugitive. 

Their actions finally lead them to the shocking discovery 
that David is the murderer. 

They know that David is hunting them. And they have no 
choice but to hunt David. 

Mike is caught and arrested by the police -- 

Terri is on her own... 

She cannot go to the police. She must find a way to stop 
David before David stops her, for good. 

Her actions lead us to the climax, where she has obtained 
proof for the police and they are closing in on David. 

At the last moment, realizing that David is about to be 
killed, Terri cannot sit back this time and let due process 
take its course. Instead she risks her life to save David, 
transcends her fears, and confronts him. 

Sensing her caring and her desire to atone, David repents. 
The police take him away. 

Mike's formerly abrasive manner with Terri seems to be 
smoothed out after witnessing this, and his reaction tells us 


something. Through adversity, Terri has found herself. 


